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retained in violation of United States court orders, or
which have failed to comply with any of their obliga-
tions under such convention with respect to applica-
tions for the return of children, access to children, or
both, submitted by applicants in the United States’ for
“abducted”.

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 106-113, §1000(a)(7) [div. A, title
II, §202(4)], substituted ‘‘children, access to children, or
both,” for ‘‘children” and ‘‘applicants in the United
States’ for ““United States citizens’.

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 106-113, §1000(a)(7) [div. A, title
II, §202(5)], inserted ‘‘, including the specific actions
taken by the United States chief of mission in the
country to which the child is alleged to have been ab-
ducted’ before period at end.

Subsec. (a)(6), (7). Pub. L. 106-113, §1000(a)(7) [div. A,
title II, §202(6)], added pars. (6) and (7).
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§11701. Findings
The Congress finds that:
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(1) Native Hawaiians comprise a distinct and
unique indigenous people with a historical
continuity to the original inhabitants of the
Hawaiian archipelago whose society was orga-
nized as a Nation prior to the arrival of the
first nonindigenous people in 1778.

(2) The Native Hawaiian people are deter-
mined to preserve, develop and transmit to fu-
ture generations their ancestral territory, and
their cultural identity in accordance with
their own spiritual and traditional beliefs,
customs, practices, language, and social insti-
tutions.

(3) The constitution and statutes of the
State of Hawaii:

(A) acknowledge the distinct land rights of
Native Hawaiian people as beneficiaries of
the public lands trust; and

(B) reaffirm and protect the unique right
of the Native Hawaiian people to practice
and perpetuate their cultural and religious
customs, beliefs, practices, and language.

(4) At the time of the arrival of the first non-
indigenous people in Hawaii in 1778, the Native
Hawaiian people lived in a highly organized,
self-sufficient, subsistence social system based
on communal land tenure with a sophisticated
language, culture, and religion.

(5) A unified monarchical government of the
Hawaiian Islands was established in 1810 under
Kamehameha I, the first King of Hawaii.

(6) Throughout the 19th century and until
1893, the United States: (A) recognized the
independence of the Hawaiian Nation; (B) ex-
tended full and complete diplomatic recogni-
tion to the Hawaiian Government; and (C) en-
tered into treaties and conventions with the
Hawaiian monarchs to govern commerce and
navigation in 1826, 1842, 1849, 1875 and 1887.

(7) In the year 1893, the United States Min-
ister assigned to the sovereign and independ-
ent Kingdom of Hawaii, John L. Stevens, con-
spired with a small group of non-Hawaiian
residents of the Kingdom, including citizens of
the United States, to overthrow the indige-
nous and lawful Government of Hawaii.

(8) In pursuance of that conspiracy, the
United States Minister and the naval rep-
resentative of the United States caused armed
naval forces of the United States to invade the
sovereign Hawaiian Nation in support of the
overthrow of the indigenous and lawful Gov-
ernment of Hawaii and the United States Min-
ister thereupon extended diplomatic recogni-
tion of a provisional government formed by
the conspirators without the consent of the
native people of Hawaii or the lawful Govern-
ment of Hawaii in violation of treaties be-
tween the two nations and of international
law.

(9) In a message to Congress on December 18,
1893, then President Grover Cleveland reported
fully and accurately on these illegal actions,
and acknowledged that by these acts, de-
scribed by the President as acts of war, the
government of a peaceful and friendly people
was overthrown, and the President concluded
that a ‘“‘substantial wrong has thus been done
which a due regard for our national character
as well as the rights of the injured people re-
quired that we should endeavor to repair’’.
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